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2012 Year in Review

Your support saves lives.

Dear Friend of Oakland Animal Services,

We are proud to share with you some highlights  
of our achievements this past year—all made 
possible through the support of donors like you. 
From greatly increasing our in-house surgery  
capabilities to driving and flying almost 200 
small dogs to their new homes in Idaho, we are 
working hard to improve the lives of animals at 
Oakland’s only open-door shelter. 

We invite you to learn more by attending an 
Open House at OAS. You can tour the shelter, 
meet staff and volunteers, and find out other  
ways to help. Sign up online at our web site:  
www.oaklandanimalservices.org/about-us/ 
ways-to-contribute/

Thank you for being part of our animal-loving 
community and for helping us care for Oakland’s 
shelter animals. We couldn’t do this without your 
continued support.

Gratefully,
 

Yvonne Tsang, President

Martha Cline, Treasurer

Susan Furukawa, Secretary

how you can help

Claire Kilpatrick
Cindy Douglas
Deloitte
Steven Dooley and Butler Schein
Happy Hound
Maddie’s Fund
Noble Veterinary Clinic
Pet Food Express

PETS Emergency (Berkeley)
Pets Unlimited
Jacque Preble, WOOF
Science Diet
Tim Sellmeyer and SAGE
Caren Sutton
UC Davis Shelter Medicine Program
VCA Veterinary Clinic

❊ Special thankS ❊
We would like to extend our thanks to the following supporters and donors:

Extra greens in your garden?  
Donate them to the bunnies at OAS! 

Bunnies love carrots, carrot tops, mint, 
cilantro, and sprouts, to name a few. 

The perfect holiday gift for animal 
lovers: our 2013 calendar!  
Yours for a $20 donation. 

Your donations pay for dental work  
and laboratory tests for senior  

animals like Charlotte. 

We’re social!
Become a friend on Facebook, check us 
out on Yelp, and follow us on Pinterest.

Donate. We depend on your donations to help Oakland’s animals. Friends 
of Oakland Animal Services is volunteer-run, with minimal administrative 
overhead. Our federal tax ID number is 20-4053711 and donations are tax-
deductible to the fullest extent of the law. 

Make a donation in honor of a loved one for the holidays, and we’ll send 
them a card acknowledging your gift. Just leave a comment when you donate 
with the person’s name and address. 
Some ways to donate:
Get our 2013 calendar. The perfect gift for yourself or the animal lover in 
your life, our 2013 calendar is full of heartwarming stories and beautiful 
photos of shelter animals. Yours for a $20 donation, or 3 for $50. Visit  
www.oaklandanimalservices.org/calendar to order. 
Buy from our Amazon.com wish list. Buy items for the shelter directly from our wish 
list on Amazon.com. Please note: due to Amazon’s privacy terms, we do not 
get names or addresses of wish list donors. Please e-mail oaklandsanimals@
gmail.com if you would like a written acknowledgment of your gift. 
Sponsor an animal. Are you unable to adopt an animal, but want to help one 
find a home? For $35, you can sponsor a rabbit or cat, for $50 a pair of 
rabbits, and for $135 a dog. Your donation covers spay/neuter, microchip,  
and adoption fees to help an animal find a loving home. You can sponsor 
either a type of animal, in which case our dedicated shelter volunteers will 
select a deserving animal in need of promotion; or a specific animal from 
among those on our web site (www.oaklandanimalservices.org). 

aDopt. If you or someone you know is looking for an animal companion, 
visit OAS! We have many dogs, cats, and rabbits (and sometimes smaller 
creatures like guinea pigs) looking for good homes.

Volunteer. Sign up for an Open House and find out how rewarding it is 
to volunteer. Visit our web site for more on making a difference for animals: 
www.oaklandanimalservices.org/volunteer

SpreaD the worD. Tell your friends and family about Oakland Animal 
Services! Become a fan on Facebook, share our posts, and check our web site 
often for news and events. You can also follow us on Pinterest (pinterest.com/
oaklandsanimals) and write a review on Yelp. 

a myStery, a microchip,  
anD home at laSt

Oakland Animal Services 
cares for about 7,000 animals 
every year. But there are always 
those stories and faces that stay 
with you. 

Briana is one of those 
special cases. This senior Shih 
Tzu arrived at the shelter a dirty, matted mess, with 
chicken wire embedded into her ears and stomach, 

probably as the result of being 
confined in a tiny cage made 
of chicken wire where she was 
unable to move, and her fur 
growing around the wire. Once 
the staff shaved her down, they 
also discovered that she had a 
bad skin infection. 

How she ended up this way will probably always 
remain a mystery, but OAS staff did find one 
piece of information—a microchip that unlocked 
part of her storied past. This little dog once 
led a very different life as a champion show dog 
known as “Pup-Pourri’s Briana Wine.” With her 
distinguished pedigree, she took best-in-breed wins 
across five states, patiently enduring a three-hour 
daily grooming regimen. 

OAS Director Megan Webb fostered Briana 
as she healed. Despite her abuse, her bright 
personality quickly emerged and she befriended 
everyone at OAS, including our resident cat, Flip, 
with whom she napped. 

At the annual Maddie’s Matchmaker Adoptathon 
in June, Maddie’s Fund president Rich Avanzino 
and his partner, Martha Anthony, fell in love with 
Briana and adopted her. From champion show dog 
to abused stray, Briana has finally found the place 
where she truly belongs—in a loving home. 
(See Briana’s latest photo in our 2013 calendar!)
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neceSSary upgraDeS

a new set of washers and dryers
Working washers and 
dryers are so important 
to the daily operations of 
the shelter. Not only do 
the animals need clean 
bedding, but our surgery 
center cannot function 
without sanitized scrubs 
and towels. A generous 
donor funded a new dryer. 
With the help of Maddie’s 
Fund, we purchased two 
new washers, completely 
overhauling our laundry 
system. 

neonatal kitten room & SFSpca partnership
When kitten season rolls around every year, it is a 
struggle to find a safe, quiet place to house underage 
kittens at the shelter.  

FOAS funded the creation of a neonatal kitten 
room, a calmer environment where kittens are kept 
separate from older cats and other shelter animals.  
In 2012, the San Francisco SPCA agreed to take on  
our underage kittens into their program, placing them  
into foster homes, so that kittens spend a minimal 
amount of time at the shelter. Thank you, SFSPCA!

Fencing fixes
The fencing around the outdoor dog play areas was 
coming apart, causing holes where dogs could escape. 
FOAS paid for the fence repairs to secure these areas.

the growth oF Sable’S 
Sanctuary & Surgery center

FOAS and OAS have 
continued to work 
together to expand 
Sable’s Sanctuary & 
Surgery Center. We 
are now able to do 
almost all spay/neuter 
surgeries for adopted 
animals in-house, 
which means that 
animals can go to their adoptive homes more quickly. 
Your donations have helped fund: 

•   Necessary equipment such as specialized surgery 
lighting, an IV pump, a pulse oximeter, and other 
surgery supplies. 

•   Training from UC Davis Veterinary School of 
Medicine experts, who helped make the surgery 
process more efficient, therefore increasing the 
number of spay/neuter surgeries we can perform.

•    A part-time vet tech who has been an invaluable 
part of the team. With another staff member, the 
veterinary center has increased the number of 
surgeries performed per day by a third. 

going the extra mile

Small dogs to idaho
The overpopulation of 
small dogs in Oakland 
is a problem that other 
shelters would welcome. 
One of our partners, 
Idaho Humane Society, 
has accepted several 
large transports of our 
small dogs. FOAS has 
funded the transportation costs each time, and with 
the help of our dedicated volunteers—who start before 

sunrise to prepare our small 
dogs for the long journey by 
giving them potty breaks, 
tagging them, and crating 
them—these dogs arrived 
safely in Idaho to the arms  
of eager adopters. 

Some FaceS oF FoaS
One of FOAS’ core funding areas is medical care 
for sick and injured animals. As an open-door 
facility, OAS accepts animals of any age or health 
condition, but does not have the budget to care for 
special medical needs. FOAS fills the gap by funding 
emergency medical care, crucial surgeries, and 
treatment for many animals. 

Dave, a 12-year-old lab/retriever 
mix, arrived at OAS as a stray. 

FOAS paid for necessary lab work 
that cleared him for adoption.  

His sweet, young-at-heart 
personality demeanor won the 
hearts of many volunteers and 

staff—and his eventual adopters.  

OAS rescued 93 cats and two 
dogs from a hoarding situation. 
Many of the cats were in poor 
health and needed medical 
treatment such as dental care 
and blood work. FOAS covered 
the medical bills for many  
of these hoarding victims.

Many animals who come to the 
shelter have badly neglected 
teeth. Esther is just one of them. 
We sent Esther to a local vet  
to have several teeth removed 
and a thorough cleaning. 

OAS rescued this pair of rabbits 
from poor living conditions 

where they, along with 16 other 
bunnies, were being raised for 

food but without being given 
proper nutrition themselves. 
FOAS purchases equipment 

such as cameras and other 
recording devices needed to 
document these abuse cases.

Dillon arrived at OAS in bad 
shape. He had bad teeth, a cherry 

eye (a common, easy-to-fix but 
unattractive eye defect), and 
foxtails embedded in his little 

body. FOAS paid for all of the 
medical work needed to get him 

healthy and in his new home.

upcoming projectS

music and toys for dogs
Dog Crew, a specialized team of dog volunteers,  
has been working on projects to improve the quality 
of life for shelter dogs. After running a pilot test of 
music in the kennels, they determined that music 
provides a calmer environment. With your help, 
we plan to install music speakers in every dog ward 
to decrease stress levels. FOAS is also purchasing 
aromatherapy sprays, dog play group tools, puzzle 
toys, and other items to help dogs stay mentally and 
emotionally healthy.

herbivore room rehaul
We’re planning a complete renovation of the rabbit 
room with new wall tiling that will prevent damage 
from chewing and spraying. Could you help with the 
construction work or by sponsoring the project?

beds in every kennel
Every dog deserves a bed. The concrete floors of the 
kennels get cold, and we do the best we can with clean 
blankets and different types of dog beds that we’ve 
tried. We’ve now identified a bed that has held up to 
the dogs’ chewing, and our goal is to raise $10,000  
to buy a dog bed for every kennel. Can you help?

off to colorado
Rodney was an energetic 
young dog who had a 
hard time finding the 
right home. Our friends 
at Longmont Humane 
Society in Colorado 
agreed to take him in.  
FOAS funded the 
transportation costs for 
two volunteers to drive 

him there. Within weeks, Rodney was in his new home. 
(Read more about Rodney in our 2013 calendar!) 
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